We Are The World

Nilai UC’s 1World Culture was a truly internationalvent with students from all over the
world competing.

Nilai UC 24 Festive Drums Team performing at the op  ening of the 1World Culture event.

“We have at our very doorstep, campuses with aimgeftot of cultures. As such, we
hope 1World Culture would serve as an active piatfto encourage cultural exchange
among tertiary students,” says Professor Emeriteagku Dato’ Shamsul Bahrin,
President of Nilai University College (Nilai UC) #@he 1World Culture event. This
International Students Cultural Night aimed at bedéing the diversity of the student
population in Malaysia was organized and hosted\itgi UC in collaboration with the
Ministry of Higher Education and the VIP in attenda was Dato’ Saifuddin Abdullah,
the Deputy Minister of Higher Education.

Resplendent in dazzling costumes, more than a kdnghirticipants from 20 institutions

across the peninsular arrived in Nilai UC on 10dbet 2009 to pitch their talents against
one another in two categories — vocal and dancsadt a battle of flair and finesse, in
which the best four teams in each category woulllemaito the prestigious finals. The

preliminary rounds proved to be a boon to the anmieand judges, during which vibrant
stories of people, their land, and their lives, evdrrought to life onstage in vivid

technicolour — the spring festivities of the Kashialley, Yemeni war rituals, and the

sorrowful refrains of the Iranian mountains, to reslut a few.



First runners up went to University Malaya's Indone sian students who performed a rice-
harvesting dance.

“Given the stringent rules of the competition iniefh each team can only have one
Malaysian participant, the competing teams trulyyuan incredibly breathtaking show.
I am personally conflicted as to which team shogidduate to the finals,” remarked
judge Rosdan Abbas, a music lecturer from the Matidrts, Culture, and Heritage

Academy (ASWARA). By the end of the afternoon, teams’ fates had been sealed.
Nilai University College, Universiti Putra Malays{@PM), Universiti Sains Malaysia

(USM), and Universiti Malaysia Perlis (UMP) victously endured the vocal battlefield,
whereas Universiti Malaya (UM), UMP, USM, and UPNbsed the curtains on the

preliminary dance rounds.

Evening saw the arrival of the guests of honourdioner at Nilai UC’s well-equipped
formal dining restaurant, which features six spestikitchens and latest front-office
amenities. The finals kicked off soon after evesadjourned to the President Hall, with
Nilai UC’s 24 Festive Drums Team burning up theystawith the competition down to a
mere eight teams, the finals were intense andtthesphere electrifying with the crowd
roaring on their respective teams, replete witlmiphant chants and standing ovations.

Nilai UC’s very own homegrown vocalists were thadlto be selected for the final round.
“Our team is truly international — consisting ofidénts from various countries from the
African continent, Mongolia, and Malaysia,” saysogp leader Caleb Kyazze “(3
Semester, Foundation in Business) from Uganda, Veldo his fellow songsters in
performing a traditional Zulu numbéiNe Are Growing



Among the noteworthy dance performances wasSeeng Kratib Kapan exhilarating
folk dance that details the agricultural life ofopée in Northeastern Thailand. “I am
extremely delighted that we made it to the fins& had fun. Our hard work has paid off
and the final stretch is all that's left for usriegotiate,” remarked Nasrin Pakdee and
Sunita Rakmoomat from Thailand, lead choreographats dancers for the team from
USM.

A USM student bringing a taste of Siamto N ilai UC's 1World Culture event.

Other dance performances in the final round inclageall-female Indonesian rice-
harvesting dance from UM as well as a group ofhimyt stomping from body-painted
West Papuan hunters from UPM.

Notable among the vocal feats were also an Irafolkrsong with live music from UPM,
and a medley of Indonesian tunes by candlelit ladiem UMP. Guest performances
feature blues songbird Anthony Cole Kahaya fromaNWC and a dance presentation
from Majlis Kebudayaan Universiti-Universiti MalagMAKUM).



This vocal and angklung troupe from USM walked away with the best vocal prize.

The night drew to a close with the following resuit UMP emerged as champion of the
dance category with scintillating steps from Chénginjiang province. UM took the first
runner up trophy with their Indonesian rice hanaestce, followed closely by UPM and
USM as joint 2% runner ups. As for the vocal category, USM clairvidory with their
impressive female soloist accompanied by a fulupe of angklung (West Javanese
bamboo instrument) players. In second placing wasiland finally Nilai UC and UMP.

The event received the thumbs-up from Dato’ Saifudkbdullah, the Deputy Minister

of Higher Education. “I am very impressed by therlstg quality of the performances
tonight. Kudos to Nilai University College for taig up the challenge of hosting 1World
Culture, and may many more tertiary education utgs emulate your example.”



It's all smiles and laughter for the winners of the dance category from UMP who hail from
China's Xinjiang province



