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The Autobiography - Eric Clapton

‘God’. ‘Slowhand’. ‘Genius’. ‘Racist’. ‘Alcoholic’. ‘Addict’. These are just some
of the words used to describe the artist born Eric Patrick Clapton in leafy Surrey, 
England on 30 March 1945. For those who are unfamiliar with his work beyond 
Tears In Heaven, this book offers a warts and all look at what is it like to be a 
globe-trotting, multi-platinum rock star who has played with the likes of 
John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers, Derek & The Dominoes, Cream, Blind Faith, 
Traffic and the seminal Yardbirds (which also featured fellow guitar 
gods Jimmy Page and Jeff Beck). Hit songs such as Wonderful 
Tonight, Layla and White Room continue to make the rounds on 
the airwaves even today, underlining his popularity through the 
ages.

Muso-type readers will be fascinated by his guitar collection
and how he wrings every ounce of tone, sound and vibrato from 
its neck whilst the casual followers may be more inclined towards 
the personal tragedies Clapton has had to endure. Everything here 
is revealed in candid detail. From the sordid addiction to the Devil’s 
Dandruff to the fatal accident that befell his infant son, Clapton has lived 
through enough personal tragedies to fill several dozen blues long-players. 

This is a good read. Honest and gives plenty of insight into the life of one of the most well known 
musicians of modern times. Fans of juicy gossip will also get to read about the ladies who inspired 
Layla and Wonderful Tonight . . . That alone should have you heading towards the library to check this 
out.

Jimi Hendrix: The Man, The Magic, The Truth - Sharon Lawrence

Clapton may have been London’s ‘god’ in the 60s but even he was completely dumbfounded when
a strange unkempt man plugged in his reverse Fender into an amp and let rip the most spine chilling 
blues and rock riffs heard that side of Tower Bridge. After years in the wilderness as a session musician 
with a variety of bands (James Brown, Ike & Tina Turner), Jimi was spotted by ex-Animals bass player 
Chas Chandler who convinced the guitarist to relocate to London.

The rest they say is rock and roll history. In just three short years, Jimi Hendrix alongside the Experience 
and the Band of Gypsies manage to cement his status as the most electrifying axeman on planet 
rock. Friend and entertainment journo Sharon Lawrence whose close connection to the subject 
matter allows her to give us a more personal and human potrait of the rock icon that is Hendrix, 
instead of just concentrating on him setting the music world alight in the three short years before his 
untimely death in 1970.

Hendrix’s fears, dreams and emotions are laid bare here as readers are treated to the great 
guitarist’s personal thoughts, ideas and feelings on numerous subjects. Like a candle burning on 
both ends, Hendrix’s star shone brightest in a scene already packed with luminaries and readers
can almost feel the flame extinguishing towards the sad, bitter end. 

Today, his legend lives on in the airwaves, on countless t-shirts and posters, and in books like this that
lovingly tends to the great man’s memory. An angel did indeed come down from heaven and his 
name was Jimi.

Keith Richards: The Biography - Victor Bockris

The Class A narcotics. The countless lovers. The run-ins with the law. Keith Richards has certainly lived 
the life of a rock and roll outlaw and has (incredibly) lived to tell the tale. Despite him proclaiming, “We 
were hip not to be pop stars ”, he has become a ubiquitous presence virtually throughout rock’s half 
century in existence.

Keith made that statement when the Beatles first broke onto the scene and he saw his own band,
Rolling Stones, more as gnarled blues men than shiny new pop stars. Though he admits the huge debt 
to The Beatles in opening up the airwaves and the charts to countless acts including themselves, you 
sense Richards wouldn’t have cared less if international fame bypassed him altogether.

The ramshackle and laid back Keith Richards the public is familiar with is very much alive in these 
pages. Given direct access to the subject matter and backed up with countless interviews with those 
in the know (band mates, friends, producers and other industry insiders), Bockris treats readers to a 
complete view of the man listed fourth in Time magazine’s fourth best guitarist of all time. He makes 
absolutely no apologies for his behaviour and this is what makes it a compelling read.

This book by famed biographer Victor Brockis (who has also detailed the lives of artist Andy Warhol,
writer William Boroughs and Olympian Muhammad Ali in prose) is a great overview of the long and 
hugely successful career of Keith Richards and that behemoth known as the Rolling Stones. 

For those who are still unsure who this old geezer is after reading this book, here’s a hint, he played
Johnny Depp’s dad in Pirates of the Carribean. As the man himself says in the book, “You’ve got the 
sun, you’ve got the moon, and you’ve got the Rolling Stones.” 

The Axeman Cometh
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